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Period for Reply correspondence address - 

f u= SEfSlS STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " 

' SSTs^lJlS^S* 8 a , v h ailable , und f r « he P rovisions of 37 CFR 1 -136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication vjw-iwj™ 

" !! NO S £ r eP '. y Spedfi ^ a , b °K e iS ' e f th3n ' hirty (30) days ' 3 reply within ,he statutor y n*"™"" of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)H The drawing(s) filed on 1 2 September 2003 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)EI All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .(El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/12/04 . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office " — 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 0fflce Ac 



4) [H Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



Summary p ar t of Paper No./Mail Date 20040708 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . Figures 8A-C (refer specification page 2, lines 3+ and description of figures) 
Figures 9A-C and 10 (refer specification page 4, and description of figures) 
Figure 1 1 (refer specification page 5, and description of figures) 
Figures 12A-C (refer specification page 8) 
Figure 13 (refer specification page 10, and description of figures) 
should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that which is old is 
illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion 
of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) In claim 5, line 2, change "the horizontal distance" to - a horizontal 
distance — . 

b) In claim 6, line 2 1 , change "the vertical" to - a vertical distance -. 
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c) In claim 7, line 3, change "the horizontal distance" to -- a horizontal 
distance 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 2000-193844 
(cited in IDS). 

JP 2000-193844 discloses a plurality of optical - fiber bare fibers which are disposed in 
alignment between two opposing plate members (see figure 13B) and are optically connected to 
connection elements in an end-to-end facing arrangement with each other, wherein; contact with 
a flat surface of one disposed in plate member A (3), an adjustment layer (10) formed of an 
adhesive is interposed between another plate member B (4) and the plate member A, the plate 
member B on its side where a flat surface of opposite to the adjustment layer serves standard 
surface when the array is set in; and as a disposition the adjustment layer, which fulfills 
conditions of (dmax + r) < H (see marked figure 13B attached), the adjustment layer comprises a 
mixture of a resin and an inorganic filler, the resin is a cured resin product of a light-curable 
resin, the distance from the central points of the respective optical-fiber bare fibers to the 
disposition standard surface has an accuracy of plus/minus 5 micro m or less in respect to the 
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desired preset distance H, the horizontal distance W between one lateral surface of at least one of 
the plate member- A and the plate member-B and the central point of an end cross section of an 
arbitrary optical-fiber bare fiber has an accuracy of plus/minus 5 micro m or less in respect to the 
desired preset value, alignment guide and v-grooves. 

Note: The publication date of JP 2000-193844 is year 2000, which more than one year earlier 
than the priority date of this application which is 9/20/2002. 



Contact 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Javaid Nasri whose telephone number is 571 272 2095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571 272 2800 ext 39. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any correspondence to this action may be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



For additional information regarding this new address, which was effective May 1, 2003, see 
Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark Office, 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 
(March 25, 2003). 

Or faxed to: 703-308-7722 or 308-7724 (informal or draft communications should be clearly labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Crystal Plaza 4, Fourth Floor (receptionist) 
2201 South Clark Place, Arlington, Virginia 




Javaid Nasri 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2839 



jhn 

July 8, 2004 



